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A salute to OhioMBE’s Top FBE WiŶŶers 

Melissa E. PerkiŶs - OǁŶer of Uzuri Kid Kid Kidz  & Uzuri EŶterprise  
Melissa PeƌkiŶs ǁas ďoƌŶ to ďe aŶ EŶtƌepƌeŶeuƌ.  As a little giƌl, PeƌkiŶs Đaught the 
eŶteƌpƌise ďug as a ƌesult of heƌ selliŶg ĐaŶdǇ aŶd peƌfoƌŵiŶg odd joďs.  Melissa said 
as loŶg as she ĐaŶ ƌeŵeŵďeƌ she loǀes ĐƌeatiŶg aŶd selliŶg thiŶgs. CƌeatiŶg thiŶgs ǁas 
appaƌeŶt as Melissa ǁith heƌ sisteƌ Adƌia foƌŵed Uzuƌi Kid Kidz aŶ AfƌiĐaŶ AŵeƌiĐaŶ 
PaƌtǇ SupplǇ & AĐĐessoƌies CoŵpaŶǇ.  PeƌkiŶs said she Đƌeated Uzuƌi Kid Kidz to eŶ-
suƌe that ĐhildƌeŶ of Đoloƌ Đould Đeleďƌate ǁith positiǀe iŵages that ŵiƌƌoƌed theiƌ 
lifestǇle. Thus, oŶe of heƌ goals ǁas to addƌess the aďseŶĐe of AfƌiĐaŶ AŵeƌiĐaŶ pƌod-
uĐts oŶ stoƌe shelǀes, ǁhiĐh PeƌkiŶs aĐĐoŵplished thƌough selliŶg heƌ pƌoduĐt liŶe to 
the folloǁiŶg ƌetaileƌs: Kƌogeƌ, Wal-Maƌt, BiƌthdaǇ iŶ a Boǆ, BiƌthdaǇ Eǆpƌess aŶd oth-
eƌ Sŵall BusiŶess iŶ the UŶited KiŶgdoŵ.  

Melissa’s ďusiŶess aĐĐoŵplishŵeŶts haǀe ďeeŶ featuƌed aŶd Đeleďƌated iŶ AfƌiĐaŶ 
AŵeƌiĐaŶ puďliĐatioŶs suĐh as EsseŶĐe MagaziŶe, Sisteƌ to Sisteƌ, EďoŶǇ MagaziŶe aŶd 
BlaĐk EŶteƌpƌise.  

ReŶŶe Disŵore -  OǁŶer of NaǇ’s Creatiǀe WaǇs 

 

NaǇ ǁas ďoƌŶ aŶd ƌaised iŶ Neǁ AlďaŶǇ, IŶdiaŶa aŶd ǁeŶt to Đol-
lege iŶ PeŶŶsǇlǀaŶia aŶd Rhode IslaŶd.  Afteƌ seƌǀiŶg seǀeƌal 
ĐhuƌĐhes aŶd ŵiŶistƌies iŶ SaŶduskǇ, Ohio, IŶdiaŶapolis, IŶdiaŶa 
aŶd the Louisǀille, KeŶtuĐkǇ aƌea, she ďegaŶ ǁoƌkiŶg as a paƌalegal 
iŶ estate ǁoƌk iŶ Neǁ AlďaŶǇ aŶd Louisǀille, KY. 

NaǇ ŵet heƌ husďaŶd of ϯϭ Ǉeaƌs, TeƌƌǇ, iŶ ϭϵϴϰ. He ǁas iŶ ƌadio. 
TheǇ haǀe ǁoƌked at listeŶeƌ-suppoƌted statioŶs aŶd NaǇ staƌted 
hostiŶg ŵeetiŶgs aŶd paƌties foƌ hiŵ at those statioŶs aŶd this 
ǁhetted heƌ appetite foƌ leaƌŶiŶg all aďout HospitalitǇ. 
 

She ďelieǀes hospitalitǇ is soŵethiŶg that ĐaŶ ďe taught, aŶd it is 
oŶe of the ďest ǁaǇs to get to kŶoǁ people…ǁhetheƌ Đo-ǁoƌkeƌs, 
fƌieŶds, Ŷeighďoƌs oƌ eǀeŶ people Ǉou doŶ’t kŶoǁ! Tea paƌties aƌe ƌelaǆiŶg, iŶtiŵate aŶd fuŶ aŶd ĐaŶ lead to life-loŶg fƌieŶdships 
aŶd gƌeat ƌelatioŶships.  Pƌetzels With a Tǁist Đaŵe out of heƌ loǀe of HospitalitǇ. ͞We’ǀe put a Neǁ Tǁist oŶ a ClassiĐ SŶaĐk͟. 

CuƌƌeŶtlǇ, NaǇ aŶd TeƌƌǇ atteŶd Faithful FaŵilǇ Life ChuƌĐh iŶ Neǁ AlďaŶǇ, Ohio. StaƌtiŶg a Ŷeǁ ďusiŶess, doiŶg ĐoŵedǇ aŶd 
speakiŶg keep heƌ ďusǇ as ǁell as hostiŶg tea paƌties. 

Last OĐtoďer, OhioMBE hoŶored sŵall ďusiŶess oǁŶers ǁho are eǆĐelliŶg at the ϮϬϭϲ OhioMBE Aǁards.  The folloǁiŶg ladies re-
Đeiǀed the Top FBE Aǁard.   
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A salute to OhioMBE’s Top FBE WiŶŶers 

WaŶda D. CurrǇ-Shepard  - OǁŶeƌ, UŶiƋue SeƌǀiĐes 
LogistiĐs Caƌeeƌ AĐadeŵǇ, LLC 

 

WaŶda has alǁaǇs eŶjoǇed teaĐhiŶg otheƌs.  Heƌ fiƌst assigŶ-
ŵeŶt dates ďaĐk to ϭϵϴϱ duƌiŶg the ϳth gƌade, ǁheŶ she ǁas 
seleĐted ďǇ heƌ teaĐheƌ to assist iŶ teaĐhiŶg EŶglish to a peeƌ, 
ǁho ŵoǀed to Coluŵďus, OH fƌoŵ HoŶduƌas.  
 

IŶ ϮϬϬϰ, Ms. WaŶda staƌted tǁo ďusiŶesses, UŶiƋue SeƌǀiĐes, 
LLC aŶd The PƌofessioŶal Bail BoŶd Gƌoup, IŶĐ.  While ƌeĐog-
ŶiziŶg the Ŷeed to ďe self-suffiĐieŶt, she ĐoŶtiŶued heƌ oǁŶ 
eduĐatioŶ aŶd oďtaiŶed Ŷuŵeƌous ĐeƌtifiĐates aŶd de-
gƌees.  She ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ holds the PƌofessioŶal DesigŶatioŶ of 
Ceƌtified Fƌaud EǆaŵiŶeƌ ;CFEͿ; a BaĐheloƌ's of SĐieŶĐe iŶ AĐ-
ĐouŶtiŶg ǁith a ŵiŶoƌ iŶ HealthĐaƌe MaŶageŵeŶt degƌee fƌoŵ 
FƌaŶkliŶ UŶiǀeƌsitǇ; AssoĐiates of SĐieŶĐe iŶ AĐĐouŶtiŶg Degƌee 
aŶd BookkeepiŶg CeƌtifiĐate fƌoŵ Coluŵďus State CoŵŵuŶitǇ 
College.   
 

IŶ ϮϬϬϵ, WaŶda eǆpaŶded iŶto the tƌaŶspoƌtatioŶ iŶdustƌǇ ďǇ 
opeŶiŶg a ďƌokeƌage fiƌŵ.  She has tƌaiŶed aŶd eŵploǇed seǀ-
eƌal ageŶts to aƌƌaŶge tƌaŶspoƌtatioŶ of goods thƌoughout the 
UŶited States ďǇ ĐoŶŶeĐtiŶg shippeƌs aŶd Đaƌƌieƌs.  The Logis-
tiĐs diǀisioŶ ďegaŶ iŶ ϮϬϭϬ ǁheŶ she ďegaŶ puƌĐhasiŶg seŵi-
tƌuĐks to tƌaŶspoƌt goods diƌeĐtlǇ foƌ shippeƌs.  ReĐogŶiziŶg 
the Ŷeed foƌ LogistiĐs-ƌelated Đaƌeeƌ tƌaiŶiŶg, WaŶda ďegaŶ 
tƌaiŶiŶg iŶdiǀiduals iŶ dispatĐhiŶg, ďƌokeƌage, aŶd offiĐe ŵaŶ-
ageŵeŶt.  She deǀeloped ĐuƌƌiĐuluŵ that Ŷot oŶlǇ ǁould 
teaĐh the teǆt ďook ǀeƌsioŶ of Đaƌeeƌs ďut also giǀe the appli-
ĐatioŶ appƌoaĐh of iŶstƌuĐtioŶ thƌough iŶteƌŶship at heƌ Đoŵ-
paŶǇ.  WoƌkiŶg ǁith oǁŶeƌ-opeƌatoƌs aŶd ĐoŵpaŶǇ dƌiǀeƌs, 
she ƌeĐogŶized the Ŷeed foƌ additioŶal tƌaiŶiŶg foƌ Đlass A CDL 
dƌiǀeƌs iŶ the aƌea of safetǇ, taǆ, offiĐe aŶd ďusiŶess ŵaŶage-
ŵeŶt, aŶd has deǀeloped Đouƌses to ŵeet those Ŷeeds.  
 

WaŶda Ŷoǁ offeƌs these Đouƌses to the geŶeƌal puďliĐ thƌough 
UŶiƋue SeƌǀiĐes LogistiĐs Caƌeeƌ AĐadeŵǇ, LLC.  It is heƌ hope 
that thƌough the tƌaiŶiŶg aŶd ĐeƌtifiĐatioŶs offeƌed iŶ this 
aĐadeŵǇ, people ǁill deǀelop Đaƌeeƌ paths that ǁill lead to self
-suffiĐieŶt, sustaiŶiŶg aŶd suĐĐessful Đaƌeeƌs. 

FIRST LADY SHANNON GINTHER ANNOUNCES 
COLUMBUS WOMEN’S COMMISSION MEMBERS  

Fiƌst LadǇ ShaŶŶoŶ GiŶtheƌ aŶŶouŶĐed the iŶauguƌal Đlass of 
the Coluŵďus WoŵeŶ’s CoŵŵissioŶ. The CoŵŵissioŶ, uŶ-
ǀeiled at MaǇoƌ AŶdƌeǁ J. GiŶtheƌ’s State of the CitǇ addƌess iŶ 
FeďƌuaƌǇ, ǁill ǁoƌk to disŵaŶtle ďaƌƌieƌs aŶd ƌeduĐe geŶdeƌ 
ďased-iŶeƋuities to iŵpƌoǀe the eĐoŶoŵiĐ positioŶ of ǁoŵeŶ 
iŶ ouƌ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ.  
 

IŶ speakiŶg aďout the appliĐaŶt pool of Ϯϰϵ, Ms. GiŶtheƌ 
shaƌed, ͞I ǁas thƌilled ďǇ the tƌeŵeŶdous ƌespoŶse fƌoŵ ouƌ 
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd the oǀeƌǁhelŵiŶg desiƌe to paƌtŶeƌ iŶ this 
ǁoƌk to help tƌulǇ iŵpƌoǀe the eĐoŶoŵiĐ ǁell-ďeiŶg of ǁoŵeŶ 
iŶ this ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ.  The people ǁe haǀe seleĐted ǁill ǁoƌk to-
getheƌ to ƌeĐoŵŵeŶd solutioŶs, ďuild paƌtŶeƌships aŶd ďe ad-
ǀoĐates to Đƌeate ĐhaŶge foƌ ǁoŵeŶ.͟ 

 

MaǇoƌ GiŶtheƌ said he ǁas paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ iŵpƌessed ǁith the 
diǀeƌsitǇ of the CoŵŵissioŶ. ͞The CoŵŵissioŶ ƌepƌeseŶts the 
diǀeƌsitǇ of Coluŵďus iŶ ƌaĐe aŶd ethŶiĐitǇ, age aŶd ďusiŶess 
seĐtoƌ,͟ he said. ͞I ďelieǀe this ǁill ŵake the CoŵŵissioŶ’s 
ǁoƌk ďetteƌ aďle to iŶĐlude all of the diffeƌeŶt segŵeŶts of ouƌ 
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ.͟  

 

The CoŵŵissioŶ ǁill foĐus oŶ fouƌ aƌeas that aƌe keǇ to ǁoŵ-
eŶ iŶ the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ:  paǇ eƋuitǇ, housiŶg aŶd safetǇ, health 
aŶd ŶutƌitioŶ, aŶd ǁoƌkfoƌĐe deǀelopŵeŶt aŶd eduĐatioŶ.   
 

The fiƌst Đlass of ĐoŵŵissioŶeƌs iŶĐlude: 
• Chair, ShaŶŶoŶ GiŶther, First LadǇ, eǆeĐutiǀe direĐtor of 
HealthĐaƌe TƌaŶsfoƌŵatioŶ at Ohio Health Gƌoup 

• Christie AŶgel, ĐoŶsultaŶt, Calfee StrategiĐ SolutioŶs 

• Elizaďeth BroǁŶ, CitǇ CouŶĐilŵeŵďer 

• ViĐtoria CalderoŶ, Đo-oǁŶer/CEO, AǀaŶza BusiŶess SolutioŶs 
& Bottoŵs Up Coffee Co-op 

• JaŶelle ColeŵaŶ, presideŶt, fouŶdatioŶ aŶd Đhief diǀersitǇ 
offiĐeƌ, L BƌaŶds 

• NiĐhole DuŶŶ, presideŶt aŶd CEO, The WoŵeŶ’s FuŶd of 
CeŶtƌal Ohio 

• NiĐol Ghazi, adŵiŶistrator, Musliŵ FaŵilǇ SerǀiĐes 

• Matt Haďash, presideŶt aŶd CEO, Mid-Ohio FoodďaŶk 

• DaŶielle Harloǁ, soĐial sĐieŶĐe researĐh aŶalǇst, Ohio De-

See CoŵŵissioŶ oŶ page ϳ 
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poƌtuŶitǇ to estaďlish a ďusiŶess Đƌedit ƌatiŶg – ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ ďe 
ǀeƌǇ ǀaluaďle foƌ futuƌe fiŶaŶĐiŶg. Although Đƌedit liŶes pƌoǀide 
ŵaŶǇ ďeŶefits, theiƌ doǁŶside is aĐĐuŵulatiŶg deďt ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ 
lead to ĐostlǇ iŶteƌest iŶ the loŶg teƌŵ. While deďt ĐaŶ defi-
ŶitelǇ ďe a useful tool foƌ ĐeƌtaiŶ aspeĐts of a ďusiŶess, ďusi-
Ŷess oǁŶeƌs Ŷeed to ŵake suƌe theiƌ deďt is ǁoƌkiŶg foƌ theŵ 
aŶd Ŷot agaiŶst theŵ. 

OŶ a fiŶal Ŷote, it’s esseŶtial to uŶdeƌstaŶd that Đƌedit liŶes foƌ 
ďusiŶesses aƌe ĐoŶstaŶtlǇ eǀolǀiŶg aŶd ĐhaŶgiŶg. Soŵetiŵes 
uŶeǆpeĐtedlǇ. That doesŶ’t ŵeaŶ Ǉou Ŷeed to go aloŶg ǁith 
eǀeƌǇ fuŶdiŶg optioŶ. Do Ǉouƌ ƌeseaƌĐh aŶd outǁeigh the pƌos 
aŶd ĐoŶs of eaĐh Đƌedit liŶe pƌoduĐt. Deǀelop a diǀeƌsitǇ of 
aĐĐess to Đƌedit liŶes foƌ Ǉouƌ ďusiŶess, aŶd leaǀe the aŶǆietǇ 
aŶd feaƌ ďehiŶd.  
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paƌtŵeŶt of RehaďilitatioŶ aŶd CoƌƌeĐtioŶs 

• Iris HarǀeǇ, presideŶt aŶd CEO, PlaŶŶed PareŶthood of 
Gƌeateƌ Ohio 

• Terri Ifeduďa, ǀiĐe presideŶt of eŶgageŵeŶt aŶd deǀelop-
ŵeŶt, YWCA  

• Gale KiŶg, eǆeĐutiǀe ǀiĐe presideŶt aŶd Đhief adŵiŶistratiǀe 
offiĐeƌ, NatioŶǁide IŶsuƌaŶĐe 

• KathleeŶ MĐGarǀeǇ, deputǇ direĐtor, The Legal Aid SoĐietǇ 
of Coluŵďus 

• Ngozi Osuagǁu, phǇsiĐiaŶ, ĐliŶiĐal direĐtor of WoŵeŶ’s 
Health CeŶteƌ, DoĐtoƌ’s Hospital 
• MarǇ Relotto, fouŶder, Daŵes BoŶd LLC& MissioŶ Possiďle 
CoŶsultiŶg Gƌoup 

• DaphŶe SaŶeholtz, partŶer/attorŶeǇ, BreŶŶaŶ, MaŶŶa & 
DiaŵoŶd LLC 

• Barďara Sŵoot, presideŶt aŶd CEO, WELD 

 

The Coluŵďus WoŵeŶ’s CoŵŵissioŶ ǁill hold its fiƌst ŵeetiŶg 
iŶ JaŶuaƌǇ of ϮϬϭϳ.  
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Need FBE/WBE or EDGE Certification? 

 

Attend the next OhioMBE Certification 
101 class at the Columbus WBC on Jan. 7 

Register at www.OhioMBE.eventbee.com 

Got soŵe ďusiŶess Ŷeǁs to shaƌe?  SeŶd it to 
Ŷeǁs@OhioMBE.Đoŵ.  It ŵaǇ appeaƌ iŶ aŶ upĐoŵiŶg issue of 
OhioFBE. 


